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Highlights   

 Mawlawi Hibatullah Akhundzada, the leader of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan 

and the leader of the Taliban clarifies that achieving peace and security for Afghanistan 

will only be possible with the withdrawal of American forces from Afghanistan and the 

establishment of Islamic rule. Akhundzada appeals to the US to return to the negotiating 

table in order to bring about the withdrawal of the foreign forces from Afghanistan while 

emphasizing that the war against the American forces is a religious one. In addition, he 

calls on the United Arab Emirates and Qatar to refuse requests by the US and NATO to 

send troops to Afghanistan, and he warns them against helping the Americans and 

fighting against the mujahideen. 

 Ayman al-Zawahiri, the leader of Al-Qaeda, gives four different speeches: 

A. In his first speech, which is dedicated to West Africa, al-Zawahiri accuses the 

West of a policy of systematic oppression throughout modern history against 

Muslims in East Africa, and he criticizes Muslim regimes such as Egypt, Saudi 

Arabia and Mali for aiding the US and the “new Crusader campaign” against Islam. 

According to him, the West was able to invade Islamic lands by exploiting several 

weak points in the Muslim world, such as political corruption, the focus of the Sufi 

(mystical) stream on idle rituals rather than jihad, and more. In addition, al-

Zawahiri calls on Muslims living in East Africa to join the war of jihad against the 

oppressive forces, join the ranks of the mujahideen in Somalia and cooperate with 

them against the enemy, liberate East Africa from the Crusaders - who are helped 

by Israel - in order to take control of the Horn of Africa and weaken Muslims, and 

establish an Islamic government whose constitution will be shari’a. 

B. In his second speech, al-Zawahiri eulogizes Mullah Fazlullah, leader of the Taliban 

Pakistan who was killed in a US drone strike, and he wishes for continued jihad 

against the enemies. 

C. In his third speech, al-Zawahiri criticizes the Hamas leadership and accuses it of 

abandoning its principles, namely the liberation of all of Palestine through a war 

of jihad. According to him, the Document of Principles of the Hamas movement 

(May 2017) proves the bankruptcy of the Hamas leadership, which is manifested 

in its abandonment of the movement's vision of enforcing shari'a in the entire 

territory of Palestine. In light of this, al-Zawahiri calls on “Muslims around the world 

and in Palestine” not to leave the issue of Palestine in the hands of the Hamas 

leadership but rather to initiate and act for its liberation, as it is an individual 
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religious duty to liberate it as an Islamic territory. In addition, al-Zawahiri threatens 

that his organization will continue to attack the US until Palestine and the rest of 

the Islamic lands are liberated. 

D. In his fourth speech, al-Zawahiri addresses the importance of the Muslim Nation 

uniting around the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan, because it is the key to the 

victory of Islam and the platform for renewing the Islamic Caliphate. According to 

him, Sheikh Osama bin Laden, the former leader of Al-Qaeda, understood this 

and made efforts to unite supporters of Islamic and jihadist groups throughout the 

Emirate. Thus, all Muslims around the world, jihad fighters, clerics, preachers, etc. 

must support and unite around the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan, as the Quran 

commanded. According to him, the enemy is very fearful of Muslim unity since it 

is the key to the victory of Islam and the basis for the re-establishment of the 

Caliphate. 

 Sheikh Hussam ‘Abd al-Rauf, the head of Al-Qaeda’s media department, explains that 

the Arab revolutions that earned the name "Arab Spring" did not succeed because they 

did not seek to generate Islamic revolutions and establish religious rule. In light of this, 

al-Rauf calls on jihad fighters to unite and Muslims to rebel against the ruling tyrant 

regimes. In addition, al-Rauf accuses Egypt of being unwilling to reconcile with the 

Muslim Brotherhood and release its leaders from prison. 

 Sheikh Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, leader the Islamic State, gives a speech following a 

long, one-year absence from the media. In his speech, he emphasizes that Allah has 

designated a victory for the organization's supporters because of their adherence to jihad 

and their willingness to die as martyrs on the battlefield. According to him, the US failed 

in its two decades of war against the Muslims and has fallen into the most acute crisis in 

its history, manifested in economic weakening, loss of morale for the war, and challenges 

to its power from players in the international arena, such as Russia, North Korea and 

Iran. In addition, he threatens to attack western forces in Iraq, Syria, Afghanistan and 

everywhere else. 

Al-Baghdadi warns Sunnis in Iraq and Syria not to enlist in the ranks of rebel 

organizations since they are not fighting for God but for national goals, and it is 

reasonable to assume that they will eventually cooperate with the tyrannical regimes 

fighting against the Caliphate. He urges rebel soldiers to repent and defect from the ranks 

of their organizations, and to join the ranks of his organization in various provinces such 

as Iraq, Yemen, Sinai, and Afghanistan. 

In his speech, al-Baghdadi calls on Sunni residents of the Arabian Peninsula to establish 
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armed units that would focus on eliminating the members of the royal family and the 

Saudi religious establishment because of the secular reforms in the Kingdom, its support 

for the West, and the assistance it provides to enemies in Syria and Iraq in eliminating 

the Sunni population. In addition, he calls on the Jordanian people to revolt against the 

Jordanian Kingdom for not applying shari’a, and for its support for the US and Israel. He 

also calls on militants in Iraq to continue their attacks against the Shi’ites and to carry 

out acts of revenge against them, and he encourages the organization's supporters in 

the West to continue to carry out attacks on Western lands, such as ramming attacks. 

 Abu Muhammad al-Julani, leader of Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, stresses that his 

organization is prepared for any attack by the Alawite regime in northern Syria, as well 

as to carry out activities against IS cells and those taking part in the negotiations with the 

Alawite regime, adding that it is impossible to rely on Turkey's observation posts. Later, 

he claims that there will be no negotiations for the surrender of the organization's 

weapons in northern Syria and that submission will be considered treason. At the end of 

the video, al-Julani calls for cooperation with the other factions in the Idlib area. 

 Sheikh ‘Abd al-Salam, head of the Shura Council of the Turkestan Islamic Party, 

appeals to Muslims around the world to help the Muslim minority in East Turkestan in 

light of the cruel oppression that they are experiencing at the hands of the Chinese 

authorities. According to him, efforts should be focused on harming Chinese interests 

around the world by carrying out terrorist attacks against Chinese embassies, military 

facilities, shops, etc., by boycotting Chinese products, and more. 
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New Publications 

Ideology 

Publications by Al-Qaeda  

 Al-Sahab jihadist media institution, which belongs to Al-Qaeda leadership, published the 

following: 

o A speech by Ayman al-Zawahiri, leader of Al-Qaeda, titled, “East Africa is the 

Trench of Southern Islam – Part 2”. Al-

Zawahiri briefly explained the main points 

covered in the first part of the speech, such 

as a review of the history of Muslims in East 

Africa. Al-Zawahiri then continued with a 

review of the history of Muslims in East Africa during the 19th-20th centuries CE, 

stressing that East Africa was under invasion and occupation by Western 

colonialist powers. He noted that after Britain ordered the Egyptian army to 

evacuate its bases in East Africa, colonialist forces began to occupy various 

territories in East Africa. For example, the occupation of Somalia by Italy, France 

and Britain, the occupation of Kenya by Britain, and the occupation of Tanganyika 

by Germany. He added that along with the takeover of East Africa by the 

“Crusaders” and the expansion of Ethiopia, there was a large missionary 

movement that focused on converting residents to Christianity. However, this 

movement encountered strong resistance from the Somali people who waved the 

banner of jihad and fought against Christian colonialism. He also emphasized that 

the Mahdi movement waged an all-out war against the British occupiers in Sudan 

at the end of the 19th century CE. Al-Zawahiri further noted that Somalia was 

divided after the Second World War. Britain allowed Ethiopia to take over so-

called “British Somalia”, France took control of Djibouti, and Eritrea was under 

international occupation. 

Al-Zawahiri continued and noted that, similar to the orchestrated attack by the 

Crusaders on Muslims in East Africa, a similar attack is taking place today in 

Islamic countries, such as the US in Afghanistan or in the Gaza Strip. He criticized 

Muslim regimes, including Egypt, Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Yemen, Iraq, Jordan, 

Pakistan, Algeria and Mali for helping the US and the West in “their new Crusader 

campaign against Islam in the name of the war on terror”. 

Al-Zawahiri tried to answer why Muslims failed in their battle against invading 

forces from the West and why the latter decided to attack them. According to him, 
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the reasons for Muslim weakness are many, including political corruption, the Sufi 

fixation on rituals and nonsense that distracted Muslims from jihad against the 

enemy, and a disregard of the natural sciences. 

Later, al-Zawahiri noted that the Muslim Nation has experienced seven stages of 

jihad war against the enemy throughout history: 

A. The period of the Prophet’s conquests. 

B. The campaign of conquests by the Umayyad Caliphate. 

C. The campaign of conquests by the Abbasid Caliphate. 

D. The rise of local dynasties such as the Seljuk Empire. During that same 

period, the Crusades and the campaign of conquests by the Mongols 

began. 

E. The fall of the Abbasid dynasty and the rise of the Ottoman Empire. During 

that same period, Andalus was lost and the Ottomans succeeded in 

conquering Constantinople in the 16th century CE, as well as parts of 

Eastern Europe. However, the Ottoman Empire lost most of eastern Iraq 

because of the Shi’ite Safavid who cooperated with the Portuguese. 

F. The stage in which Crusader and Russian forces attacked Islamic lands; 

the fall of the Ottoman Empire, and the division of the Ottoman Empire’s 

territories among the "invaders and infidels". 

G. The emergence of nation-states and kingdoms. 

Al-Zawahiri gave further examples of how Western countries took control of East 

African countries, such as France’s takeover of Chad, Italy's takeover of Ethiopia, 

and more. He noted that in the 1950’s, several east African countries, such as 

Kenya, received independence but persecuted Muslims, took control of parts of 

Somalia, and oppressed and killed thousands of Muslims. According to him, “the 

East African region experienced a state of political chaos characterized by the 

persecution of Muslims and the enforcement of secular laws, as happened in 

Somalia, Kenya, Ethiopia, Tanzania and Central Africa”. 

Al-Zawahiri later addressed the welcome change that took place in East Africa in 

the mid-1990’s, largely due to the activities of Sheikh Osama bin Laden, who 

emigrated to Sudan and worked hard to unite jihadists in Ethiopia, Tanzania and 

Central Africa. According to al-Zawahiri, those years saw a revival of jihad in East 

Africa, which extended from the shores of India to the shores of the Atlas, and 

was commanded by an ideological movement, namely Al-Qaeda. 
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Al-Zawahiri issued an emotional call on Muslims living in East Africa to join the 

jihad war against the oppressive despotic forces, join the ranks of the mujahideen 

in Somalia and cooperate with them against the enemy, liberate East Africa from 

the crimes of the Crusaders, establish an Islamic entity whose constitution is 

shari’a - “let us establish in East Africa a solid foundation for Islam and jihad, which 

will help the Nation everywhere, and we will punish anyone who sheds its blood 

and harms its holy sites”. In addition, he called for the establishment of a jihadist 

entity from Kashgar to Timbuktu, from Grozny to Mogadishu. He clarified that 

Muslims in East Africa bear a heavy responsibility since they are not conducting 

a local campaign, but rather are fighting against a modern Crusader campaign 

allied with Israel that seeks to seize control of the Horn of Africa and the origins 

of the Nile, and to dry up Islamic jihad in East Africa and the rest of the world - 

“The resurgence of your jihad threatens the security of Israel, the Christian entity 

in Ethiopia, and the American Zionist influence in East Africa and Central Africa”. 

Finally, al-Zawahiri emphasized that the campaign against the enemy of Islam will 

only succeed because of unity among Muslims.1 

o A speech by Sheikh Ayman al-Zawahiri, leader of Al-Qaeda, titled, “A Eulogy in 

Memory of Mullah Fazlullah”, the leader of the Taliban Pakistan who was killed in 

a US drone strike in Afghanistan. Following the eulogy, al-Zawahiri expressed his 

hope for the continuation of jihad.2 

o A speech by Sheikh Ayman al-Zawahiri, 

leader of Al-Qaeda, titled, “Palestine Will Not 

Be Handed Over to Traitors”. In his speech, 

al-Zawahiri focused on the Document of 

Principles that was published by the Hamas 

leadership in May 2017 in which it again 

presented the goals and strategy of the organization. According to al-Zawahiri, 

the Hamas leadership claims at every opportunity that it is an Islamic movement, 

but its declarations and its Document of Principles contradict its actual behavior. 

Thus, it ignores the issue of shari’a, treats the issue of Palestine from a national 

rather than an Islamic point of view, expresses a willingness to return to the 1967 

borders, and more. According to him, it is absolutely forbidden to allow traitors 

who sold out Palestine to speak on its behalf. Al-Zawahiri also accused the Hamas 

                                                 
1 http://www.alfidaaforum.net/vb/; https://www.al-aafaaq.net/vb (both in Arabic). 
2 http://www.alfidaaforum.net/vb/ 

http://www.alfidaaforum.net/vb/
https://www.al-aafaaq.net/vb/showthread.php?t=184
http://www.alfidaaforum.net/vb/
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leadership of holding two conflicting policies. One policy revolves around the 

Muslim Nation, the mujahideen and Muslims, and is characterized by a zealous 

preoccupation with Palestine and other Muslim lands. The second policy is 

characterized by a willingness to accept the Oslo Accords as well as the role of 

the Palestinian Authority in defending the Palestinian nation. Al-Zawahiri 

emphasized that the willingness of the Hamas leadership to accept the existing 

reality, namely to play according to the rules of the Oslo Accords and grant them 

legitimacy, is a betrayal and an opening for the infiltration of defeatist ideas into 

the minds of the Palestinians and the ranks of the mujahideen. He added that 

during the period of Sheikh Ahmed Yassin and Abdel Aziz al-Rantisi, two of the 

founders of Hamas who were killed by the IDF over a decade ago, there was a 

prohibition against acceptance of the criminal Oslo Accords. Al-Zawahiri reminded 

Palestinians that al-Rantisi wrote a book in which he explicitly opposed the Oslo 

Accords and described them as a disgraceful defeat of the Palestinian national 

movement and an achievement of the occupation. Al-Zawahiri mentioned that the 

purpose of the Accords was to legitimize the occupation, thereby helping to 

maintain its security, stability and survivability. 

Later, al-Zawahiri criticized Hamas’s willingness to accept international law and 

to recognize Mahmoud Abbas, the leader of the Palestinian Authority, as a 

negotiator on behalf of Hamas and Fatah. He re-emphasized that Hamas 

essentially gave up jihad and its commitment to liberate all of Palestine as a result 

of its willingness to return to the 1967 borders as well as its recognition of 

international law, which protects Israel and supports all of the traitors who sold out 

Palestine. In light of this, al-Zawahiri appealed to “Muslims around the world and 

in Palestine: Palestine does not belong to the Hamas leadership or to the Oslo 

Authority [a derogatory term for the Palestinian Authority], but rather it is an 

Islamic territory captured by the infidels. All Muslims – all of them – have an 

individual obligation to liberate it, even if it contradicts 1,000 requests for a formal 

legal opinion and even if it stands in stark contrast to the entire world". 

Al-Zawahiri then noted that the Muslim Nation is currently facing a militant 

campaign by the Crusaders, the Chinese and the Shi’ites from East Turkestan to 

the shores of the Atlas, from the Caucasus mountains to Central Africa. According 

to him, this hour of distress pushes the Muslim Nation to unite, and adhere to the 

Quran, the Sunnah and the Prophet Muhammad. He added that the US will 
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continue to suffer the long arm of Al-Qaeda until Muslims return to Palestine and 

the rest of the lands of Islam. 

The video also included parts of a speech given by al-Rantisi on the subject of US 

aggression towards Muslims around the world and its efforts to poison their minds 

with American culture. In his speech, he claimed that Muslims have the right to 

respond to this aggression by any means, including suicide bombers. 

At the end of his speech, al-Zawahiri warned Muslims around the world, including 

the Palestinians, not to be enticed by anyone who seeks to establish a Palestinian 

state that complies with international law, “that protects Israel”, and that is based 

on national consensus. He urged Muslims to renounce Palestinian sell-outs like 

Mahmoud Abbas "who serves the Israeli intelligence apparatus" and the Hamas 

leadership.3 

o A speech by Sheikh Ayman al-Zawahiri, leader of 

Al-Qaeda, titled, “The Battle of Will and 

Awareness: The Solid Structure”. In the 

beginning of the speech, al-Zawahiri emphasized 

that shari’a commands all Muslims to unite into 

one solid structure. According to him, the Muslim Nation split after the First World 

War with the collapse of the Ottoman Empire, which was characterized by 

continuous weakness and deviation from shari’a. With its fall, the infidels seized 

control of Muslim lands and ruled over them, directly or indirectly. Indeed, within 

the Muslim Nation there arose movements that fought against the tyranny of the 

infidels, but only after long and protracted struggles did the Islamic Emirate 

emerge in Afghanistan "in order to correct the path of Afghan jihad, which was in 

the midst of a civil war […]”. Al-Zawahiri noted that the pioneers of jihad, such as 

Sheikh Osama bin Laden, understood the importance of uniting the mujahideen 

and Muslims around the Islamic Emirate as part of the effort to re-establish the 

Caliphate. 

Al-Zawahiri went on to say that Osama bin Laden was able to rally supporters 

around the Islamic Afghan Emirate from among the many jihadist Islamic groups 

from Turkey to the shores of the Atlas. This Emirate concentrated its effort on 

fighting against the infidel invaders in Afghanistan. Towards the end of his speech, 

al-Zawahiri called on Muslims around the world, jihad fighters, clerics, preachers, 

                                                 
3 http://www.alfidaaforum.net/vb/ 

http://www.alfidaaforum.net/vb/
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etc., to support this Emirate and to unite around it because the Quran commands 

it. According to him, the enemy is very scared of Muslim unity as it is the key to 

the victory of Islam and the foundation for the re-establishment of the Caliphate.4 

o A speech titled, “They cheated you and told you: The Arab 

intifadas gave rise to the most powerful constitution and the most 

just law” by Sheikh Hussam ‘Abd al-Rauf, the head of Al-

Qaeda’s media department. In his speech, al-Rauf noted that 

the Arab revolutions failed because they did not seek to 

generate Islamic revolutions and establish religious rule. In 

light of this, al-Rauf called on jihad fighters to unite and on Muslims to rebel 

against the ruling tyrant regimes. In addition, al-Rauf accused the Egyptian 

leadership of being unwilling to reconcile with the Muslim Brotherhood and release 

its leaders from prison. 

Alongside the speech was a video documenting the torture of prisoners in 

Egyptian prisons, a protest by Musim Brotherhood operatives in Rabi‘a al-

‘Adawiyya Square and supporters of deposed President Mohamed Morsi on 

August 14, 2013, and interviews with residents of the Sinai Peninsula about the 

violation of their rights by the Egyptian army.5 

o An article titled, “Aroma of Correspondence: To Mujahideen Leaders, Avoid 

Corruption (Part 2)” by Abu ‘Amir al-Naji, a senior cleric in Al-Qaeda about whom 

there is little information. The current article referred to a letter sent in 2010 by two 

former senior Al-Qaeda leaders, Abu Yahya al-Libi and Attiya Allah al-Libi, to one 

of the jihad group leaders who helped Al-Qaeda. The letter included advice on 

how jihad group leaders should behave in the field, as well as what acts are 

improper and inappropriate for jihad and shari’a and should be avoided. For 

example, it stated that jihad fighters should avoid killing innocent Muslims and 

take into account if there are innocent Muslims in the target area when planning 

attacks against the enemy. Therefore, they should avoid planning attacks in public 

places, such as markets and mosques. It also stated that legitimate targets for 

attacks include the aggressive infidels, anyone who helps them either directly or 

indirectly, infidel regimes and their security forces - all in accordance with the 

considerations of the leaders of the jihad groups.6 

                                                 
4 http://www.alfidaaforum.net/vb/ 
5 https://alfidaaforum.net/vb (Arabic). 
6 http://www.alfidaaforum.net/vb/ 

http://www.alfidaaforum.net/vb/
https://alfidaaforum.net/vb
http://www.alfidaaforum.net/vb/
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 Al-Badr jihadist media institution, which is involved in media for Al-Qaeda, published the 

following:7 

o A series of articles justifying the 9/11 attacks against the US. According to the 

writer, one should not marvel at these attacks, since they were a natural 

consequence of the terror that the United States has inflicted on nations and 

peoples in terms of cultural, ideological, economic and physical invasion. The 

writer noted that anyone who was surprised by these attacks was detached from 

reality, human nature and the influence of tyranny and dictatorship. 

He also stated that the US is the head of global heresy, which seeks to perpetuate 

the laws of man throughout the world, as expressed in the democratic regime, 

and does not want to allow government systems based on religion, using all 

means of oppression to implement this agenda. According to him, the US is 

essentially conducting a Crusader war against Muslims, which receives Jewish 

support, and therefore a war of jihad must be waged against the United States 

and the Jews. 

o An article condemning the conduct of the IS in Yemen. According to the writer, 

the IS leadership is conducting a false propaganda campaign to justify its policies 

and to harm the image of AQAP. For example, the organization spread a false 

report maintaining that AQAP is cooperating with the Yemeni army against the IS, 

spreading false information among Arab tribes and even among its soldiers. In 

light of this, the writer called on IS soldiers to check every report that is published 

by their leadership by checking additional sources, and only then formulate an 

opinion on whether their leadership’s reports are truth or lies. 

 

 The Khayr al-Umma jihadist media group, which is involved in media for Al-Qaeda, 

published an article titled, “The Battle for Consciousness - The War Against the Sunnis 

– Part I” by an anonymous writer called Abu ‘Abdallah al-Ma‘afiri. In the article, the writer 

accused the West, and especially the US, of conspiring to weaken the Sunnis and wipe 

out their faith. According to him, the West is aware that the real danger to its safety and 

security is posed by the Sunnis, partly because of their belief in the principle of al-Wala 

wal-wal-Baraa, which holds that one must be loyal to the Sunni Muslim and renounce 

anyone who is not a Sunni Muslim in the jihad war that is waged against the enemy.  

                                                 
7 Telegram 
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In order to weaken this threat, the West is using various tactics to weaken the Sunnis, 

both on the battlefield in the name of the war on terror and in the ideological arena. For 

example, The West cultivates Muslim elements who will speak in its name and propagate 

principles that contradict Islam's beliefs, such as the value of tolerance for the other, 

coexistence, and various messages of peace. It also influences Muslim countries, such 

as Saudi Arabia, to change the contents of textbooks in schools that contain intolerant 

messages or are characterized as preaching violence. The West is also working to close 

Sunni schools and institutions that incite against the West and is trying to market 

"moderate Islam” to the Muslim world. 

According to the writer, the West and its allies are leading a fierce offensive against the 

Sunnis without taking a stand against Shi’ite Muslims, and there is much evidence of 

this. For example, the writer claimed that the US did not intervene in Iran in 1979 when 

the Islamic revolution broke out, but rather allowed the ayatollahs to continue to serve 

while it worked to prevent Islamic movements from rising to power as they did in Egypt. 

According to the writer, the West has not yet closed Shi'ite institutions and prayer houses 

that engage in Shi’ism, but it has closed Sunni mosques and institutions that they believe 

constituted a security threat. The writer directed the readers’ attention to a document 

written by the American Rand Corporation for the US government in which it 

recommended supporting different streams of thought in Islam, especially the Shi'ites, to 

help eliminate radical Islam. "From this moment, Sunni populated areas have fallen one 

after the other as a result of Shi’ite expansion and its criminal militias." The writer pointed 

to Lebanon, Iraq, Syria and Yemen as areas in which Shi’ites are investing effort to 

eliminate Sunni jihadist organizations. In other words, according to the writer, the Shi’ites 

are serving the interest of the West, namely the weakening of the Sunnis and their belief, 

which is perceived as a threat to the security of the West.8 

 A visitor the Al-Afaaq jihadist Web forum, which belongs to Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen, 

Al-Qaeda’s branch in Somalia, called on its members to sign up to Al-Fidaa jihadist Web 

forum, which belongs to Al-Qaeda, in order to intensify media efforts on behalf of the 

organization.9 

 

Publications by the Islamic State 

 Al-Furqan jihadist media institution, which belongs to the IS, published a speech titled, 

“Tell Those Who Are Patient” by Sheikh Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, the leader of the 

                                                 
8 Telegram 
9 https://www.al-aafaaq.net/vb (Arabic). 

https://www.al-aafaaq.net/vb
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organization. In the opening of his speech, al-Baghdadi quoted several verses from the 

Quran praising the faithful for placing their trust in God because of the ongoing fighting 

against the enemies of the Caliphate. In honor of Eid al-Adha, al-Baghdadi blessed the 

mujahideen, those who are dedicated to God, and all those who want to defend the 

Islamic faith, and he emphasized that God will reward those who adhere to his path. 

Later, he noted that the organization’s fighters are forced to cope with a long line of 

enemies, including the Crusader alliance, the Jews, the Shi’ites led by Iran, infidel 

Muslims (referring to the rulers of Muslim countries and their security forces), and more. 

He noted that the victory or defeat of the mujahideen is not measured by the capture or 

loss of a city, aerial superiority or smart missiles, but rather by their degree of faith and 

adherence to God, their desire to cling to God, and their battle against the enemies of 

the religion. Therefore, adherence to jihad against the enemy, the love of martyrdom for 

God’s sake, and faith in God guarantee that God will occasionally grant victory to his 

faithful believers but will also sometimes test them through suffering. However, in the 

end, the mujahideen will enjoy the grace of the World to Come thanks to their sufferings 

and their willingness to sacrifice themselves for God's sake. 

Al-Baghdadi further noted that for the last two centuries, the Crusaders - led by the 

US – have failed in their war against Muslims and stupidly believed that they would 

succeed in dashing the hopes of jihad fighters. According to him, the US is currently 

experiencing the most difficult stage in its modern history, as attested to by the fortune 

of money it has spent on the war, the expansion of jihad activity to additional territories, 

the hostile US policy toward its allies such as imposing sanctions on the Turkish regime, 

the refusal of Iran and Russia to obey its dictates, North Korea’s non-commitment to 

agreements with the US, and more. In addition, al-Baghdadi threatened that his 

organization’s fighters are prepared to attack the Crusaders in Iraq, Syria, Afghanistan 

and everywhere else, and he stressed that the campaign against them had not yet died 

out. In addition, al-Baghdadi warned Sunnis in Iraq and Syria not to enlist in the ranks of 

rebel organizations since they will reach understandings and agreements with the local 

regimes and cooperate with them to fight against the Caliphate, as happened in Al-

Yarmouk and Al-Suwayda Desert. Al-Baghdadi berated members of rebel organizations 

and asked them to do some soul-searching and not surrender to the Alawites, Iran or the 

Russians without a fight. He added that the soldiers who are serving Sahawat 

(resurgence) organizations are fighting for unacceptable causes, such as replacing a 

tyrannical regime with a secular regime, "Is this why you enlisted? Is this why you 

emigrated?”. According to him, the Sunni soldiers serving the various rebel organizations 
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have been manipulated and deceived to believe that they are fighting for the welfare of 

the Sunnis. Al-Baghdadi continued and urged rebel soldiers to repent, defect from the 

ranks of their organizations and help the IS. He noted that IS fighters, in contrast, show 

courage and fight fiercely, as they did in southern Damascus even though they were not 

well equipped with weapons and ammunition. Al-Baghdadi continued to criticize the rebel 

organizations that handed over their weapons to the Syrian regime in Huran, for 

example, and expressed concern that this incident will recur in the Idlib region, in 

northwest Syria, where a future attack by the Assad army and its allies is supposed to 

take place.  

Al-Baghdadi explained that the battle being waged today by the enemies of Islam 

against Sunnis in Iraq and in other places is designed to eliminate the latter because of 

their former’s perception of them as a threat. Therefore, Sunnis have no choice but to 

take up arms and fight to the death. Al-Baghdadi pleaded with Sunnis to come to their 

senses and join the Caliphate in Iraq, the Levant, Yemen, Sinai, Khorasan (Afghanistan), 

Libya, West and Central Africa, East Asia, the Caucasus and other provinces. 

Later, al-Baghdadi also called on the Sunni residents of the Arabian Peninsula to take 

action to change the reality, “Do you not notice the situation of the Sunnis in Iraq, the 

Levant, and Yemen?”. According to him, the Saudi royal family is again persecuting 

residents of the Saudi Kingdom and seeks to secularize the country. Al-Baghdadi 

condemned the Saudi religious establishment for backing the Saudi regime's policies by, 

among other things, publishing rulings permitting the royal family to attack Sunni 

concentrations in neighboring countries, such as in Iraq and the Levant, in the name of 

maintaining security, "They sold out their religion to this tyrant [...]”. He even accused 

them of helping the Crusaders, the Alawites, the Shi’ites and the Kurds in their fight 

against the Sunnis. In light of this, he urged the residents of Al-Hejaz, the Nejd region, 

and Bahrain to establish armed units that would focus on eliminating the members of the 

royal family and the Saudi religious establishment. Al-Baghdadi also called on the 

residents of Jordan to rebel against the Jordanian royal family because of its detachment 

from the worship of God and its unwillingness to implement shari'a, and because it is 

"the tail of the Christians and a dog of the Jews”. “Where are the courageous, such as 

the knights of al-Salt and Fuheis, where are the lions of Kirk, Zarqaa, Irbid, and Maan?”. 

Al-Baghdadi sought to strengthen the morale of the organization’s fighters and 

stressed that Allah is the one who decides in the end who will be victorious and when. 

According to him, even if it seems right now that his organization’s fighters are being 

forced to deal with many enemies, and that they are numerically inferior, they must not 
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lose hope for Allah has designated victory for them because of their adherence to the 

path of God and the Prophet Muhammad.  

Al-Baghdadi criticized tribes in Iraq and called on them to do some soul-searching for 

having appealed to the Shi’ites and Iran for assistance while their sons and wives are in 

Shi’ite prisons, refugee camps and in the diaspora. "Do not encourage a lost campaign, 

which you are prolonging with the blood of your sons”. He added that the Shi’ites also 

plan to kill the Sunni tribes in Iraq as they did in the past. In light of this, al-Baghdadi 

called on them to come to their senses and repent. 

Later in his speech, al-Baghdadi called on supporters of the Caliphate in various 

Syrian cities, such as Damascus and Aleppo, to trust in God and in the victory designated 

for them. According to him, enemies of the IS, such as the Crusaders and the Shi’ites, 

mistakenly believe that they succeeded in weakening the organization and imposing a 

siege on it, but actually this is not the case because the Sunnis are not willing to accept 

oppression by their enemies. Al-Baghdadi called on militants in Iraq to continue their 

campaigns against the Shi’ites, and to take revenge on them for disparaging the religion 

and assisting the oppressed in Shi’ite prisons. He vowed that his organization has not 

forgotten the prisoners, and he has not despaired of making great efforts to release them. 

Al-Baghdadi also called on the Caliphate’s media people and supporters to continue the 

media campaigns on behalf of the organization, using them to cast fear among the 

enemies of Islam. In addition, al-Baghdadi blessed the organization’s supporters in the 

West, such as Canada and European countries, for their efforts to help their brothers in 

the arenas of jihad, and he called on them to continue to carry out terrorist attacks in the 

West, such as by shooting, stabbing, explosive devices, rammings, and more.10 

 

 
The banner of a speech by Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, the leader of the IS 

 

 The Al-Ashad jihadist media institution, which is involved in media for the IS, published 

an article titled, “Burma, which has been forgotten in the fatwas of the donkeys of 

Jahiliyyah” by a writer known as Ghurbat al-Sham. In the framework of the article, the 

                                                 
10 https://pastethis.at/6Y0t5Wo 

https://pastethis.at/6Y0t5Wo


 

 18 

writer criticized the clerics who are working under the auspices of the tyrants and are 

trying to create a generation of 'moderate Muslims' who do not come to the aid of their 

Muslim brethren in Burma (Myanmar), who are being slaughtered by the Buddhist 

majority. In this context, the writer reviewed the history of Muslims in Burma as well as 

the crimes carried out against them by the Buddhists. As an example of a ruling that 

does not serve Muslims in Burma, the author presented an answer by the Saudi cleric, 

Muhammad al-Habdan, who claimed that the Muslims in Burma should be supported by 

praying and conveying their stories to the media, but not by traveling there in order to 

fight for them. The writer concluded his article by criticizing the mission being carried out 

by Christian aid organizations in Burma and quoting from a speech by Abu Bakr al-

Baghdadi in which he accused the West of hypocrisy over what was happening in 

Burma.11 

 A writer known as Anas Khattab published an article titled, “The Law Regarding Joining 

National Groups and Armies”. In the framework of the article, the writer presented the 

idea of nationalism as a source of fitna, that is, a source of disagreement and conflict 

within the Muslim Nation. After reviewing the background of the concept of nationalism 

and the history of its penetration into Arab countries, the writer claimed that nationalism 

is a value that contradicts Islam and that the two cannot coexist because nationalism 

places the Muslim, the Christian and the Jew in the same standing. Later, the author 

gave a religious explanation as to why nationalism is forbidden, and he noted that the 

sentence for those who fight for nationalism - instead of for Allah - is hell. The writer 

concluded the article by distinguishing between love of the homeland (a person’s natural 

inclination to love the environment of his country and life) and nationalism (placing loyalty 

to the nation before loyalty to religion).12 

 A visitor to the Shumukh al-Islam jihadist Web forum published a reference to an 

announcement published by the Jund al-Islam group operating in Sinai. The visitor 

claimed that the latter is a small and temporary group that operates mainly in the media 

arena and not in the field. The visitor encouraged IS supporters not to desist, but rather 

to continue their media activities and reports on operations, using even the simplest 

technical tools.13 

 A visitor to the Shumukh al-Islam jihadist Web forum protested the publication of “The 

Unification of Sinai Tribes”, which was said to reveal the photos and identities of IS 

                                                 
11 https://www.docdroid.net/wXmChQK/borma-almnsy.pdf 
12 Telegram 
13 https://shamukh.net/vb/ (Arabic). 

https://www.docdroid.net/wXmChQK/borma-almnsy.pdf
https://shamukh.net/vb/
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fighters in Sinai Province and their commanders in return for monetary compensation. 

Another visitor noted that all the fighters who appeared in the photos were former police 

officers and are already known to the security authorities.14 

 The publication of a campaign by IS supporters under the hashtag, “Campaign to inspire 

Muslims in the Islamic Maghreb”. In one of the campaign posters, it was made clear that 

articles, pamphlets and video clips that would "remove the masks from the faces of the 

tyrannical rulers" in the Maghreb should be published. Another poster explained that one 

can participate in the publications by contacting a bot via a certain Telegram channel. In 

the various posters that were gathered on a PasteThis.At page, leaders of Maghreb 

countries (the President of Algeria, the King of Morocco and the Prime Minister of 

Tunisia) were shown on fire or being executed. 

It should be noted that a visitor to the Shumukh al-Islam jihadist Web forum noted that 

the problem is not in the writing of the content, but rather in its publication, stressing that 

the it should not be posted on limited circles in Telegram, or on Facebook or Twitter 

accounts with few followers, as this misses the target and the content does not receive 

exposure from the target audience. Instead, the writer recommended publishing the 

content in the responses on the Web pages of the Interior Ministry, television and radio 

stations of the ‘infidels’, and more.15 

 

 
A campaign by IS supporters against the leaders of Maghreb countries 

 

 Visitors to the Shumukh al-Islam jihadist Web forum held a discussion regarding the 

rivalry between the IS and Al-Qaeda, and the position of the forum's management on the 

issue. One visitor claimed that since the Taliban is considered an apostate, al-Zawahiri’s 

Al-Qaeda, which has sworn allegiance to the Taliban, should also be considered as such. 

In contrast, another visitor claimed that the forum's position vis-à-vis Al-Qaeda is clear 

to all reasonable people.16 

                                                 
14 https://shamukh.net/vb (Arabic). 
15 https://pastethis.at/EI6wftSPAjrMk; https://shamukh.net/vb (Arabic).  
16 https://shamukh.net/vb/ (Arabic). 

https://shamukh.net/vb
https://pastethis.at/EI6wftSPAjrMk
https://shamukh.net/vb
https://shamukh.net/vb/
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 The Ash-had jihadist media group, which is involved in media for the IS, published a 

collection of statements and articles condemning Turkey for turning its back on the 

mujahideen in Syria and cooperating with Russia, one of the greatest enemies of jihad 

fighters.17 

 

 
A banner criticizing Recep Tayyip Erdoğan for establishing an alliance with Vladimir Putin 

 

 The United Cyber Caliphate (UCC) published a video titled, “Flame of Ansar 2”. The 14-

minute video included a renewed oath of allegiance to Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, listed the 

groups that compose the UCC (including new members), and referred to the group’s 

attacks under the hashtage, #OPTHEWORLD. The video included reference to 

publications by media organizations and research institutes that reported on the activities 

of the UCC (attacks and recruitment), and especially on the threat published by IS 

supporters against Facebook and Mark Zuckerberg. The video also included clips from 

statements by Abu Hamza al-Muhajer, al-Zarqawi’s heir in leading Al-Qaeda in Iraq, 

regarding the importance of hacking activities and electronic warfare.18 

 

Opinion Leaders in the Jihadist Discourse 

This section deals with the statements of opinion of several clerics, military commanders 

and publicists affiliated with Salafi-jihadist terrorist organizations seeking to shape the 

jihadist discourse and influence thoughts and actions in the field. The statements and their 

publication received a large number of views among global jihad activists, hence their 

importance. 

 

                                                 
17 Telegram 
18 https://obedientsupporters.com/owncloud/index.php/s/ZbE60slKYd1YIgi 

https://obedientsupporters.com/owncloud/index.php/s/ZbE60slKYd1YIgi
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 Sheikh Abdul Razzaq-Mahdi, a Salafi-jihadist cleric affiliated with Hayat Tahrir al-

Sham, published the following:19 

o Correspondence regarding the dangers facing jihadists in the Idlib region in light 

of the Syrian regime's intention to launch an extensive campaign against the 

rebels in Idlib. For example, he referred to statements made by Jamil Hassan, 

head of the Syrian Air Force Intelligence Directorate, about the regime's intention 

to prosecute any opposition party, whether it took an active part in the regime or 

remained silent. He added that Hassan claimed that, in intensive intelligence work 

that lasted for two years and in cooperation with other countries, the Syrian regime 

succeeded in penetrating most of the rebel groups and mobilizing many their 

leaders and members thanks to weakness that they uncovered. Al-Razzaq noted 

that al-Hassan's statements should be taken very seriously, mentioning the 

massacre perpetrated by the Syrian regime against the 

Muslim Brotherhood in Hamat during the Hafez al-Assad 

era in the early 1980’s. 

o Criticism against rebel factions for expressing willingness 

to talk with the Russian and Syrian regimes. According 

to al-Razzaq, the Astana Conference proves that any 

attempt at peace talks is destined to failure. Nothing was accomplished at the 

conference, the Syrian regime remains intact, hundreds of thousands of prisoners 

sit in the prisons of the Syrian regime and are subject to severe torture, executions 

continue to be carried out, etc. Therefore, one must not surrender or be tempted 

to negotiate with the enemy, but rather should continue fighting. 

o A call on leaders of the rebel factions in Idlib to prepare for a planned attack by 

the Syrian regime, Russian forces, and Iranian forces. According to him, the 

following steps should be taken: establish a joint operations room to be in charge 

of coordination between the rebel factions such as Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, the 

National Front for the Liberation of Al-Sham, and others; fortify cities, villages and 

outposts; re-organize the ranks of fighters and train new fighters; preachers 

should encourage young people to join the ranks of the fighters through sermons 

in mosques, military camps, and other public spaces; establish a security 

department to share intelligence about activities by the regime and other traitors; 

protect citizens by setting up a camp on the border with Turkey, in addition to 

                                                 
19 Telegram 
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building a tent between the gardens and the fields for civilians who do not want to 

leave, “Since guaranteeing their safety is one of the reasons for the strength and 

resilience of the mujahideen, the large number of civilian casualties is a factor in 

the regression [of the strength] of the mujahideen”. 

o Correspondence in which al-Razzaq repeated the idea that “the most important 

factor in the mujahideen’s steadfastness against the Russian aggression and 

massive bombardments is to find a safe haven for the civilians, otherwise there 

will be no steadfastness”. According to him, the Russian method is to bomb more 

civilians than military personnel, as they did in the 

Afghan war, in Chechnya, and now in Syria, because 

the way to defeat military forces is by killing and 

wounding of many civilians, "because the large number 

of civilian casualties forces the military to stop the 

fighting in order to take care of civilians or to provide 

them with food, transport the wounded and rescue people from under the rubble 

[…]”. Al-Razzaq emphasized to the leaders of the rebel factions that if they do not 

defend civilians, "they are preparing to surrender and sign the conditions of the 

enemy”. 

o Reference to an intimidation campaign by the Syrian regime and its allies in the 

liberated parts of Idlib in northern Syria. According to al-Razzaq, the intimidation 

campaign did not succeed, and rebel factions are determined to continue the jihad 

war and reject the Russian plan. 

o A call on leaders of jihad factions to act to unite the ranks of the mujahideen, and 

to free prisoners from other rebel factions in honor of Eid al-Adha. 

 

 Sheikh Abdullah al-Muhaysini, a senior Salafi-jihadist cleric in Syria, published the 

following: 

o A call on the leaders of rebel factions in Idlib to unite under one roof in order to 

deal with the danger hovering over Idlib in light of the intention of the Syrian regime 

and its allies to attack it. According to him, the reality characterizing jihad in Syria 

today is that every jihad group looks out for itself and protects its own interests. 

According to him, in order to wage an effective jihad war against the enemy, it 

would be better to consolidate forces, thus streamlining the decision-making 

process. He praised the unification of several factions of jihad that took place in 

Idlib. 
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o A booklet containing a collection of statements and short articles written by a jihad 

activist of Saudi origin on social networks. The introduction to the booklet, which 

was written by al-Muhaysini, stated that it contains enlightening statements about 

the path of faith. 

o An announcement regarding the launch of an online competition called, “The 

Eternal Quest” (Rihlat al-Khulud), regarding death and the afterlife. Those who 

follow al-Muhaysini’s Telegram account were asked to listen to his speeches that 

were uploaded on YouTube videos, and to answer two short questions related to 

his speeches that appear at the end of the video. According to him, those who 

correctly answer the questions via the WhatsApp account or Telegram accounts 

(whose addresses were provided) were promised the following prizes: 1. 

gunpower; 2. a gold ring; $200-$1,000; 3. a cell phone. 

 
A video posted to YouTube in the framework of an online competition called, “Eternal Quest” (Rihlat 

al-Khulud)20 

 

 Sami bin Mahmud al-‘Uraydi, a senior Salafi-jihadist cleric in Syria affiliated with Al-

Qaeda, published the following:21 

o An article titled, “The Battle Movements – Between Two Calls: Oh, the People of 

Samura and Oh, the People of Yathrib”. Sheikh Hani al-Sibai and Abu Muhammad 

al-Maqdisi, both Salafi-jihadist clerics close to Al-Qaeda, praised the article in the 

preface that they wrote. In the article, al-‘Uraydi referred to two groups that 

operated during the time of the Prophet Muhammad. The first group, “Al-Samura”, 

[named for a tree near Mecca under which the Prophet Muhammad’s supporters 

pledged allegiance to him] sanctified the principle of the Oneness of God and 

adhered to the Prophet Muhammad. The second group, “the people of Yathrib” 

held the unacceptable Pagan belief. Al-‘Uraydi turned to the ancient Islamic world 

to describe what is happening today in the arenas of jihad, especially in Syria, 

                                                 
20 https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=WS_wdniUDpQ&feature=youtu.be 
21 https://justpaste.it/4q1xn 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=WS_wdniUDpQ&feature=youtu.be
https://justpaste.it/4q1xn
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namely, the presence of two types of groups of fighters. The first group fights for 

God and for the sake of applying shari’a. The second group fights for national 

interests and goals. In his article, al-‘Uraydi criticized those rebel groups that 

ignore the Islamic component, and instead fight for the sake of ideas that originate 

in man rather than in God, that is, national ideas, which he claims lead to 

ignorance and cowardice. Moreover, according to him, the connections between 

members of these groups are not as strong as those between groups that believe 

in the Oneness of God. Al-‘Uraydi stressed in his article that jihad is the basis of 

religion and that battling the enemy must be done out of faith in God and shari’a. 

 

 
The banner page of the article 

 

 Sheikh Abu al-Fatah al-Farghali, a member of the Shari’a Council of 

Hayat Tahrir al-Sham in Syria, published the following:22 

o A series of statements on various topics that was published on a weekly basis 

under the hashtag, #خواطر . In one statement from August, al-Farghali referred to 

the importance of checking the accuracy of reports disseminated about what is 

happening in Syria. In another statement titled, “Idlib, between innocence and 

paranoia”, al-Farghali referred to reports published in the media regarding the fate 

of Idlib after its occupation by Russia, and he claimed that there are those who 

exaggerate in their naivety and believe that this will lead to reconciliation and 

peace, and there are those who exaggerate in their paranoia and believe that the 

mujahideen are cooperating with international forces in the battle over Idlib. He 

added that there is an international plot to lead Idlib to despair and surrender, but 

that this does not have to be the case. In another statement, al-Farghali called on 

commanders to participate in their soldiers’ activities in order to bring about their 
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success, and he called on the soldiers to fight for Allah and to learn from what the 

Prophet Muhammad did in his battle for Medina, be it the fortification of a post or 

the digging of a tunnel. 

o A message to the Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, according to which 

any attempt by Russia to enter liberated areas in northern Syria, especially Idlib 

and its surroundings, will be stopped by the mujahideen. 

o Statements, including filmed lectures and statuses under the hashtag, # 

 on issues such as the denouncement ,(”the battle for consciousness“) معركة_الوعي  

of participation in a general reconciliation agreement, which means the surrender 

of jihad in Syria, and the publication of a series of lectures on shari’a policy. 

o An answer to a question posed by a visitor asking if “the fate of Idlib is tied to 

dismantling of Hayat Tahrir al-Sham”. According to al-Farghali, the dismantling of 

Hayat Tahrir al-Sham meant handing over Idlib on a silver platter to the Alawite 

regime and the Russians under a so-called "reconciliation" agreement. He added 

that strengthening Hayat Tahrir al-Sham would not only lead to a firm stance in 

Idlib, but also to the capture of Damascus later on. 

o Statements regarding the importance of waging jihad for the sake of Allah and not 

for the sake of the homeland. According to al-Farghali, the idea of unity among 

the ranks under the slogan of "nationalism" is a democratic idea of infidel 

countries, while in Islamic countries unity among the ranks must be based on faith 

in Allah and the implementation of shari’a. 

o Statements regarding the widespread rumors about the dissolution of Hayat Tahrir 

al-Sham in Idlib. According to al-Farghali, the organization continues to fight for 

the area and to wage jihad. He added that it is logical that the spies planted by 

the enemy in the organization are now emerging, as the organization's presence 

in Idlib is the most difficult confrontation expected against the Alawite-Russian 

alliance. According to him, those interested in the dissolution of Hayat Tahrir al-

Sham are traitors. 

 

 Al-Gharib al-Muhajir al-Qahtani, a jihad fighter affiliated with Hayat Tahrir al-Sham in 

Syria, published the following:23 

o Criticism of the West’s policy and attitude towards the Muslim minorities living in 

its territory and towards Muslims in the Middle East. For example, he condemned 
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Denmark's ban on women wearing a veil and the monetary 

fine imposed on anyone who violates this prohibition. He 

accused Western countries not only of suppressing the 

identity of Muslim women, but also of killing Muslim women 

and children in Iraq, Syria, Mali and other Muslim countries. 

According to him, the West is characterized by hypocrisy 

and self-righteousness, and flaunts its desire to respect human rights while 

violating them when they are relevant to the Muslim population. 

o A statement regarding the Syrian revolution that began seven years ago. 

According to him, it is too early to eulogize the Syrian revolution, and it is better 

not to do so because there is still widespread activity by jihad fighters in Idlib. 

According to him, the enemy is waging a psychological war aimed at convincing 

the rebels that the battle is to the detriment of jihad fighters, so it is better to give 

up the fighting and surrender. According to al-Qahtani, jihad is the source of power 

of the Syrian revolution and the only guarantee for freedom and dignity, “for our 

enemy knows only the language of power, and he will not surrender except to 

men who sacrifice their lives for the attainment of their principles, for which they 

live or die […]”. 

o Reference to the expected battle against the Syrian regime and its allies in Idlib. 

According to al-Qahtani, the fortification of liberated areas in Idlib is not meant to 

be carried out through the digging of trenches alone, but rather through 

comprehensive military and security measures, starting with the eradication of all 

who cooperate with the enemy and seek to convince the population to reconcile 

with it. According to him, what happened in Daraa, referring to collaborators with 

the enemy who tried to promote various reconciliation initiatives, will not apply to 

Idlib. In response to this statement, Hayat Tahrir-Al-Sham published a statement 

in which it noted that Al-Qahtani's remarks were taken seriously, as expressed in 

a wave of arrests of residents who called for reconciliation with the enemy and 

surrendered to it. 

o Words of praise for correspondence written by a Kuwaiti Salafist sheikh named 

Hakim al-Mutairi condemning the West’s policies towards Muslims. For example, 

al-Qahtani praised the following statement by al-Mutairi: “The imperialist United 

States is the first enemy of the people, the nation, the religion and humanity. It is 

experiencing the weakest stage in its history and is subject to a military defeat in 



 

 27 

the war in Afghanistan, a political and economic defeat in the Turkish awakening, 

an ideological, moral and media defeat in the Arab revolution […]”. 

 

 ‘Abd al-Rahim ‘Atun aka Abu ‘Abdallah al-Shami, a member of the Shura Council of 

Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, published the following:24 

o A two-part document titled, “The milestones of jihad in Islamic jurisprudence - the 

next stage”. In the first part of the document, al-Shami denied 

the rumors being spread in the media according to which the 

Syrian revolution has failed and jihad has ended, and he warned 

the mujahideen against those who seek to shake up the ranks 

and thus help the enemy achieve its goal. Al-Shami further 

claimed that one proof of the victory of the revolution is the 

amount of forces that have arrived to support the Assad regime since 2012, 

including Hezbollah, the Iranians, the Russians and the Americans, who have 

transformed the conflict from an internal Syrian conflict into a regional and 

international one. Later, al-Shami reiterated that jihad is continuing with all its 

might in general, and in the Syrian arena in particular, adding that the lack of 

knowledge about the reality on the ground is the revolution’s greatest enemy. At 

the end of the document, al-Shami encouraged the mujahideen to continue to 

wage jihad as the schemes and disasters in Syria increase, and he expressed 

hope that jihad would expand beyond Syria until it reaches the Holy Land (Israel). 

In the second part of the document, al-Shami referred to the religious 

commandment to wage jihad. He claimed that the believer who upholds the laws 

of the Sunnah and jihad will be granted greatness in this world and in the next 

world, contrary to the idea that the next world is for believers and this world is for 

infidels. In addition, he reiterated that one must be patient until the results of jihad 

are achieved because jihad is like a plant that grows and spreads slowly. He 

stated that one should not act recklessly while carrying out jihad, adding that a 

lesson must be learned from what happened to the IS. 

 

 Sheikh Abu al-Yaqdhan al-Masri, a member of the Shari’a Council and the general 

supervisor of the camps for fighters and suicide operatives in Hayat Tahrir al-Sham in 
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Syria (it should be noted that he was saved from an assassination 

attempt in mid-August), published the following:25  

o Correspondence regarding the importance of adhering to the 

war of jihad. According to al-Yaqdhan, attempts continue to bury 

jihad in Idlib, prevent the application of God's laws and spread 

corruption. He added that the enemy went further by imposing a patronage on 

national rebel factions. 

 

 Dr. Mazhar al-Weis, a senior member of Hayat Tahrir al-Sham’s 

religious leadership, published the following on his Telegram 

account:26 

o A post in which he called on his followers to ignore the rumors 

being spread against Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, which he claims is the spearhead of 

Sunni mujahideen in Syria. Al-Weis claimed that rumors of the organization’s 

dissolution are nothing more than psychological warfare against the organization 

aimed at discouraging the mujahideen. However, al-Weis noted 

that there is a possibility for cooperation or even an inter-

organizational merger in a way that will preserve the stability of 

the arena. 

o An announcement regarding the start of registration for a course 

for preachers in the military sector. The course topics include Quran, faith, Muslim 

law, Hadith, the theory of dawah, education, the history of the Prophet, sermons 

and lectures, as well as practical applications of the studied material. 

 

 Abu Basir al-Tartusi, a jihad fighter in Syria, published the following:27 

o Statements regarding espionage among the ranks of the mujahideen, which he 

believes presents the greatest danger to the revolution. 

o Statements regarding the fact that the Alawite regime is being strengthened as 

something more than it is, which is only an ethnic group. 

o Criticism against those who regard the Syrian National Coalition and the National 

Council as the political authority of the Syrian revolution. 
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o Criticism of the international community's disregard for the human rights violations 

taking place in Syria, and bewilderment as to why there is concern for human 

rights in Yemen but not in Syria. 

o Reference to what needs to be done to raise the morale of the soldiers. According 

to al-Tartusi, the reasons for which they are fighting must be explained to them, 

and they should be informed of the wages and rewards that they receive for their 

fighting. 

 

 Sheikh Abu Hafs al-Maqdisi, the leader of Jaysh al-Umma (Army of the Nation), a 

Salafi-jihadist organization the Gaza Strip that is affiliated with Al-Qaeda in the Gaza 

Strip, published the following:28 

o An expression of support and solidarity with Sheikh Safar al-Hawali, a senior 

Salafist cleric, over his incarceration in a Saudi prison as a result of a book that 

he published and distributed on social networks titled, “Muslims and Western 

Civilization” in which he criticized the domestic and foreign policy of the Saudi 

Kingdom. Al-Maqdisi noted that he purchased several of al-Hawali’s books in 

solidarity, and he expressed hope for the release of other Saudi clerics being held 

in Saudi prisons. 

 
Al-Maqdisi shows a book written by Saudi cleric, al-Hawali, criticizing the domestic and foreign policy 

of the Saudi Kingdom 

 

Magazines 

 The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan published issue no. 150 of Al-Somood magazine for 

August 2008. Among the topics covered in the magazine’s articles were: statements by 

the leader of the organization in honor of Eid al-Adha (see below); an article accusing 

the government in Kabul of promoting the IS in Afghanistan; reference to the retreat of 

American soldiers from Afghanistan, indicating the failure of the American invasion and 

the surrender of soldiers to the Taliban in Afghanistan; a call for donations to the 
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Committee for Orphans and the Poor; reports of the liberation of Ghazni Province; and 

the personal story of someone who joined jihad in Afghanistan.29 

 

 
The banner page of Al-Somood’s August issue 

 

 AQAP published issue no. 4 of the periodical, Madad. In the current issue, the 

organization lashed out against the IS, claiming that it has brought only destruction and 

devastation, and sabotaged the efforts of other jihadist organizations to fight against the 

enemies of God. For example, it harmed jihad efforts in Iraq and Syria, and it is now 

trying to penetrate Yemen and Afghanistan. According to the organization, the Islamic 

State is an organization characterized by the use of violence against any jihad group that 

has not sworn allegiance to Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, while Al-Qaeda takes a cautious 

approach and avoids unnecessary bloodshed. The end of the issue included quotes from 

some of the leading Salafi jihadist scholars, such as Abu Muhammad al-Maqdisi, 

condemning the IS.30 

 

 
The banner page and last page of the issue criticizing the IS 
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 Al-Qaeda in the Indian Subcontinent published the August 2018 issue of its magazine, 

Nawai Jihad in Urdu.31 

 

 
The banner page of the August issue of Nawai Jihad 

 

 The IS published issues no. 142-146 of the periodical, Al-Naba. The magazine’s article 

dealt with the following topics, among others: a review of the organization’s operational 

activities in various provinces (including visual posters); a transcript of the latest speech 

by the leader of the organization, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi; discussions regarding the law 

concerning those who abandon or abstain from jihad without a shari'a-based reason and 

fatwas on current religious-legal issues.32 

 

 
A review of IS attacks in various provinces 
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 Hayat Tahrir al-Sham published issues no. 8-11 of the periodical, Ibaa. The issues 

included reports, posters and interviews with the organization’s fighters regarding the 

battle in Syria, as well as reference to what is taking place in other arenas of jihad.33 

 
The banner page of the Ibaa issue 

 

 The third issue of Nida al-Masra, which belongs to the Army of Islam in Jerusalem, a 

Salafi-jihadist faction affiliated with Al-Qaeda, was published. Among the topics covered 

in the issue were: the importance of faith in the Oneness of God; an explanation on how 

to treat those wounded by gunfire; the importance of information security; a martyr’s last 

will and testament; a threat to wipe out Israel’s accounts (see photo).34 

 

 
A banner published in the Nida al-Masra periodical containing a threat against Israel, “Our score has 

not yet been settled” 

 

 The Al-Ahrar Party, a Salafi-jihadist faction in Pakistan that spit from the Taliban 

Pakistan, published a new periodical in Urdu titled, “The Invasion of India” (“Ghazwat 

Sind”).35 
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The banner page of the periodical, Ghazwat Sind 
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Reports from the Field 

Afghanistan-Pakistan 

The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan  

 The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan (the Taliban-Afghanistan) published the following: 

o A statement regarding the visit to Uzbekistan by a delegation from the Taliban 

Afghanistan. According to the statement, during the visit, a delegation of the 

political arm of the organization met with Uzbekistan's Foreign Minister, Abdul 

Aziz Kamilov, and with the Special Representative of the President of the 

Republic of Uzbekistan for Afghanistan, Ismatulla Irgashev. According to the 

statement, the meeting dealt with current and future national projects, such as the 

security of railways and power lines, as well as political issues, such as the 

withdrawal of foreign forces and how to achieve peace in Afghanistan.36 

o An announcement regarding Red Cross activities in Afghanistan. The 

announcement stated that the Red Cross does not provide the service that it is 

supposed to provide and is not concerned with human life as evidenced by the 

terrible state of prisoners in Charkhi Prison who went on a hunger strike and 

whose lives are now in danger. The organization added that the Red Cross did 

not take any measures to treat the prisoners and did not make any demands of 

prison officials for proper medical treatment for the prisoners. In light of this, the 

organization claimed that the Taliban Afghanistan will no longer provide security 

to Red Cross workers, and will not defend their lives and property until they reach 

an agreement with the organization. The organization then threatened additional 

international organizations that, in the event they do not fulfill their duties and help 

the residents of Afghanistan, they will be treated in a similar manner.37 

o A statement regarding the visit to Indonesia by a delegation from the Taliban 

Afghanistan. According to the statement, during the visit, a delegation of the 

political arm of the organization met with the Vice President of Indonesia, 

Muhammad Jusuf Kalla, the Foreign Minister of Indonesia, Retno Marsudi, and 

the Special Representative of the President of the Republic of Indonesia for 

Afghanistan, Hamid Awaludin.  According to the statement, the meeting focused 

on the withdrawal of foreign forces and the achievement of peace in Afghanistan, 

as well as on relations between the two countries.38 
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o An announcement in honor of Eid al-Adha by the Emir of the Faithful (the leader 

of the Taliban), Mawlawi Hibatullah Akhundzada. In the opening of the 

announcement, Akhundzada claimed that achieving peace and security for 

Afghanistan is the Taliban's top priority, but it cannot be achieved without the 

withdrawal of American forces and the establishment of an independent Islamic 

system. Later, he asked to hold elections in Afghanistan to elect a new 

government and encouraged citizens to select members of the Taliban to power. 

In addition, he called on the US to return to the negotiating table with the aim of 

withdrawing foreign forces from Afghanistan. Later in the announcement, 

Akhundzada spoke out against the US-backed conferences of clerics that were 

held in Saudi Arabia and Afghanistan, which supported the American invasion of 

Afghanistan while distorting the true meaning of jihad based on the Quran and 

Hadith, and he criticized the Saudi representatives who sponsored such 

conferences. In this context, Akhundzada condemned the Islamic Cooperation, 

which was established in order to defend Muslim rights in the world but actually 

published messages of support for the infidel enemies of Islam and supports the 

Americans contrary to the Quran. He reiterated that the war against US forces is 

a religious war between Muslims and infidels, and he described the US invasion 

of Afghanistan as a Crusader campaign. Later, Akhundzada asked the UAE and 

Qatar to refuse the request by the US and NATO to send soldiers to Afghanistan, 

and he warned them against helping the Americans and fighting against the 

mujahideen. Later in the announcement, he called on the mujahideen to 

implement models of Islamic rule in areas liberated by the organization - that is, 

to protect themselves from offenses and improper conduct, and to protect the 

lives, property and dignity of Afghan citizens. At the end of the announcement, 

Akhundzada sent a blessing that Allah would liberate Jerusalem from the Jews in 

occupied Palestine, free Afghanistan from the Americans, and bring unity to all 

Muslims.39 

o A video documenting the activities of the organization's members purifying various 

territories from the presence of IS fighters.40 

o An announcement denying the claim that there are 20 groups operating in 

Afghanistan under the auspices of the Taliban. The announcement stated that the 

Taliban is leading jihad in Afghanistan and that there is no other group operating 
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under its auspices. The announcement added that the US is actually the one 

enabling the activities of the IS in Afghanistan and exploiting its existence for 

intelligence gathering and propaganda purposes.41  

o An announcement referring to the claim by general John Nicholson, according to 

which the US strategy in Afghanistan is successful. In the announcement, Taliban 

spokesman, Zabiullah Mujahid, claimed that Nicholson is publishing false 

statements like this one in order to distort reality to the American people and justify 

the continuation of the US war in Afghanistan. Later in the announcement, 

Zabiullah Mujahid reiterated that Trump’s strategy has failed and that US forces 

are failing to suppress the Afghan national uprising or to stop the Taliban’s capture 

of territories. At the end of the message, Zabiullah Mujahid called for an end to 

US fighting in Afghanistan.42 

o An announcement condemning a video to be distributed in the Netherlands 

against the Prophet Muhammad. In the announcement, Zabiullah Mujahid called 

on all Muslim countries and international organizations to stop acts of blasphemy 

against the Prophet Muhammad and avoid insulting Muslims since such actions 

create tension between religions as well as instability.43 

o An announcement calling for attacks against Dutch forces in Afghanistan. In the 

announcement, Zabiullah Mujahid called on all of the security forces belonging to 

the government in Kabul to act against the Dutch forces in Afghanistan, or at least 

pave the way for the mujahideen to take revenge on them in response to the video 

about to be published in the Netherlands against the Prophet Muhammad.44 

o An announcement denying the claim made by the Interior Ministry in Kabul, 

according to which Pakistani generals and soldiers took part in a Taliban operation 

to capture Ghazni and that some of their corpses were found in the street. In the 

announcement, the Taliban emphasized that the operation to capture Ghazni was 

carried out by Taliban fighters alone, without help from other countries. The 

announcement added that the videos and photos of the bodies being 

disseminated in the media of Pakistani soldiers who took part in the operation 

were old materials unrelated to the Ghazi operation.45 
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The Islamic State in Khorasan Province 

 The IS in Khorasan Province published the following: 

o A recruitment propaganda video titled, “Heed the Call 2”, which encouraged 

enlistment to the ranks of the IS, especially in light of the fact that the recruits 

included the blind, elderly and wounded. The video presented testimonies by 

three fighters with disabilities – old, disabled and blind – who became mujahideen 

despite their disabilities. The fighters in the video conveyed a message to healthy 

young people who still have strength that they must join jihad, especially since 

they have no excuse to avoid it.46 

 

 
An older fighter among the ranks of the IS in Khorasan Province 

 

The Arabian Peninsula 

Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula 

 Al-Malahim jihadist media institution published the following: 

o A statement in which the organization denied a report published by the Associated 

Press, according to which the organization signed a secret agreement with the 

Arab coalition and its partners. According to the organization, Saudi Arabia and 

the UAE conspired with the US against the organization's fighters and the Muslim 

Nation in corrupt and ugly ways. The organization further clarified that since the 

establishment of the organization, it has never conspired with these traitorous 

tyrant regimes and vowed that it would never be willing to reconcile with the 

enemies of God.47 

o A statement by Ansar al-Sharia, which is affiliated with AQAP, in which the 

organization referred to the circumstances surrounding the armed conflict that 

broke out between Ansar al-Sharia and IS fighters during the attack on Houthi 

forces in the Qayfa area in Rada' Province. In addition, it noted that several Ansar 
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al-Sharia fighters were taken captive by the IS during this clash. Ansar al-Sharia 

clarified that it approached the IS to begin negotiations to release the prisoners, 

but it was rejected out of hand and any attempt to negotiate on the matter failed. 

At the end of the statement, Ansar al-Sharia declared that it would continue to 

invest its best efforts to bring about the release of the prisoners.48 

o A video titled, “Testimonies and Confessions of Prisoners of the [Islamic] State”. 

In the opening of the video, the organization emphasized that for many years it 

has been waging a relentless war against the Houthi militias and the Crusader 

campaign against the Sunnis in Yemen. However, the organization added that 

this reality began to take a negative turn due to the emergence of IS fighters who 

are trying to sabotage this trend, thereby serving the interests of the enemy. Later 

in the video, the organization accused the IS of abducting several Ansar al-Sharia 

fighters and of being unwilling to release them. 

The majority of the video focused on the testimonies of four IS members who were 

taken captive by Ansar al-Sharia about the improper conduct of IS leaders. For 

example, members of the organization testified that IS leaders behave in a 

humiliating and despicable manner towards their subordinates, and allow the 

killing of Ansar al-Sharia fighters and even of tribes in the Arabian Peninsula.49 

 

 
Four IS members who were taken captive by Ansar al-Sharia, in a propaganda video against the IS 

 

The Islamic State 

 The IS in Bayda Province published the following: 

o A video titled, “The First to Attack is the Guilty One”, which addressed the conflict 

and tension between AQAP and the IS. The video claimed that AQAP exploited 

rumors that the IS attacked Al-Qaeda fighters at a checkpoint as a pretext to attack 

the ‘soldiers of the Caliphate’, in cooperation with the Yemenite army. Later in the 
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video, AQAP captives discussed the incident in order to expose the truth. One of 

the IS fighters in the video called on Al-Qaeda members not to believe the false 

propaganda of their media institutions. He emphasized that, contrary to claims by 

the organization’s fighters in Al-Bayda Province, IS fighters are still holding firm to 

their posts and have not abandoned them. The last part of the video presented a 

list of martyrs who the IS claimed were betrayed and killed by Al-Qaeda.50 

 

 
AQAP captives held by the IS in Yemen 

 

Iraq 

The Islamic State 

 The IS in Saladdin Province published a video titled, “Stop for Your Own Good”. In the 

narration accompanying the video, it was emphasized that the IS does not attribute 

importance to racial or tribal affiliation, hence its source of power. In this context, one IS 

fighter who appeared in the video clarified that members of certain tribes were harmed 

due to their cooperation with the Iraqi government and not because of their affiliation with 

one tribe or another. Later in the video, documentation of the organization’s attacks west 

of Baiji and east of Tikrit against the Tribal Mobilization Forces (TMF) was shown, 

including the execution of Shammar fighters belonging to the TMF. It should be noted 

that the video included many clips from media outlets and recycled materials from 

previous videos, evidence of the organization's limited production capabilities.51 

 Al-Hayat jihadist media institution published a new video titled, “Harvest of the Soldiers 

1”, which reviewed the organization’s attacks against military targets during the last week 

of July 2018. The video provided the following details regarding the attacks: 253 Nusayris 

(Alawites), apostates, 77 Shi’ites, 15 Crusaders, and five officers and commanders killed. 

The provinces with the heaviest losses were Al-Anbar and Saladin in Iraq, and 

Damascus and Khorasan in Iraq. The continuation of the video included details regarding 

the number of military vehicles destroyed or damaged, and details regarding the sites 
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that were destroyed, such as outposts, houses and farms. In total, most of the attacks 

were carried out using explosive devices, while others were carried out using rocket fire, 

suicide attacks and inghimās attacks.52 Later, videos 3-5 in the series, which reviewed 

the month of August, were published with similar details (the same figures were 

published in infographic posters in the August issue of Al-Naba magazine).53 

 

Al-Sham [The Levant] 

Syria 

Hayat Tahrir al-Sham 

 The Amjad jihadist media institution, which operates on behalf of Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, 

published the following: 

o A video by the leader of the organization, Abu Muhammad al-Julani, in honor of 

Eid al-Adha. Al-Julani opened by claiming that the organization is prepared for 

any attack by the Alawite regime in northern Syria, and is ready to carry out 

operations against IS cells and those taking part in the negotiations with the 

Alawite regime, adding that it was impossible to rely on Turkey's observation 

posts. Later, al-Julani claimed that there would be no negotiations for the 

handover of weapons by the organization in northern Syria, and that surrender 

would be considered treason. At the end of the video, al-Julani called for 

cooperation with the other factions in the Idlib area.54 

 

 
The banner of Abu Muhammad al-Julani’s speech in honor of Eid al-Adha 

 

o The launch of an online fundraising campaign earmarked for financing the 

fortification of Idlib against the planned attack by Syrian regime forces and its 

allies. Banners on the topic were distributed on social networks, and a Telegram 
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account and telephone number for making donations were published. 55  In 

addition, the organization’s military department launched an online recruitment 

campaign for Idlib residents for a new military unit called the “Red Gangs” or 

“Death Squads” (al-‘Asa‘ib al-Hamraa). In the framework of the campaign, contact 

information was provided, including a telephone number and a dedicated 

Telegram account.56 In addition, the organization launched an online recruitment 

campaign for medical teams.57 

 

 
From left to right: the online recruitment campaign; a banner announcing fundraising to fortify Idlib 

from a planned attack 

 

o A series of photos of Abu Mohammad al-Julani, the leader of Hayat Tahrir al-

Sham, and several of his senior commanders visiting the front lines. 

 

 
From left to right: Al-Julani visiting the front line in Latakia; Al-Julani visiting the operations room 

 

 A group of Albanian foreign fighters operating under the auspices of Hayat Tahrir al-

Sham published a video regarding its sniper unit in Syria. The video, which was 

published in Albanian with English subtitles, described the role of the Albanian fighters 
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group in Syria, the self-assembled weapons in their possession, and the training that 

they undergo. The video ended with a general call on Muslims to join jihad in Syria.58 

 The Haq jihadist media institution published a video of a Friday sermon by Sheikh Abu 

Muhammad al-Shami, who belongs to Hayat Tahrir al-Sham. In the opening of his 

speech, al-Shami referred to the organization’s preparations for battle in the area of Idlib 

and claimed that the organization is currently concerned with preparing equipment and 

digging tunnels in the area. Later, al-Shami criticized those who participated in the 

reconciliation talks who he claimed had abandoned their religion and their dignity.59 

 

Huras al-Din 

 The Sham al-Ribat jihadist media institution, which belongs to Huras al-Din, a branch of 

Al-Qaeda in Syria, published the following: 

o A statement in which the organization claimed that any attempt at reconciliation, 

submission or surrender of territory to the Syrian army, particularly in southern 

Syria and in the area of Daraa and Al-Ghouta area, constitutes an act of treason. 

According to the organization, there are two types of Muslims: The first type 

includes Muslims who join the ranks of the Syrian army and are judged as 

heretics. The second type - Muslims who abandon the war of jihad, continue to 

dwell in Syrian regime territory but do not join the ranks of the regime's army - 

"are considered to have committed a grave sin" but are under great threat from 

the infidels. The organization stressed that the latter are still considered Muslims 

as long as they do not help the regime in its war against Islam. Later in the 

statement, the organization analyzed the reasons that there are Muslims who 

chose this path, such as: a weak faith in God; a lack of understanding of the truth 

of the struggle between faith and heresy. 

Towards the end of the statement, the organization announced that victory is near, 

and that Allah will choose to appear among the ranks of the mujahideen. In 

addition, the organization advised Muslims to repent; to internalize the war waged 

by the mujahideen against the forces of international heresy that include Jews, 

Christians, democrats, secularists, liberals, and Arab rulers; to unite the ranks and 

efforts to apply the teachings of God as well as continue jihad against the enemies 

of God.60 
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 Al-Bayyan jihadist media institution, which represents fighters affiliated with Al-Qaeda 

after they defected from Hayat Tahrir al-Sham as a result of differences of opinion with 

the leadership, published the following: 

o An article by Abu Hadija al-Urduini, a senior military commander, in which he 

criticized the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt during the period of Mohamed Morsi’s 

presidency because it obeyed the rules of the international system and did not 

immediately implement shari'a. Al-Urduini also criticized any intention on the part 

of the jihad factions in Syria to turn to negotiations with the Syrian regime in order 

to find some solution.61 

o A statement by Sheikh Iyad al-Tubasi (aka Abu Jualybib), a field commander in 

Syria, regarding the battle in Syria. According to him, the offensive by the Syrian 

army against rebel strongholds in southern Syria, especially in Daraa, is largely 

reminiscent of the attack by US forces against Taliban strongholds in Afghanistan 

in 2001. In both offensives, two main groups stood out. The first group refused to 

continue fighting and was characterized by cowardice. The second group was 

characterized by determination and courage to continue the battle against the 

enemies. In Afghanistan, those same fighters who expressed determination to 

continue fighting retreated to the mountains to re-organize their ranks and change 

their strategy in light of the new reality. For 15 years, they waged a guerrilla war 

against US army forces, and eventually exhausted the latter’s willpower and 

morale to continue fighting. Today, they control 80% of Afghan territory. According 

to the writer, jihad fighters in Syria must learn from this case and apply it in the 

Syrian arena; in other words, considering the loss of the territories to the Syrian 

army, it is better to go to move to a guerrilla war and crush the Syrian army for a 

long period until victory is gradually achieved.62 

o A statement calling on members at all levels of Hayat Tahrir al-Sham to 

immediately release 22 jihad fighters who were taken captive by the organization. 

According to the media institution, the detention of jihad fighters is fundamentally 

unacceptable and anyone who takes part in it will be held accountable at the End 

of Days.63 

 

The Islamic State  
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 The Amaq news agency reported an attack by IS fighters against Khalkhal Airport in 

northern As-Suwayda Province. According to reports, approximately 45 regime forces 

were killed in the attack, and two fighter jets and six UAV’s were destroyed.64 

 

Junud al-Sham 

 Junud al-Sham published a video in August that documented its fighters’ activities in 

training camps; a series of photos documenting the end of their training; photos of 

fighters standing guard at observation posts in the Latakia area.65 

 

 
From left to right: photos of Junud al-Sham fighters at a post in Latakia; fighters after completing a 

training course  

 

The Sinai Peninsula  

Jaysh al-Islam Bayt al-Maqdis 

 Jaysh al-Islam Bayt al-Maqdis, a Salafi-jihadist group operating in the Gaza Strip, 

launched a new fundraising campaign titled, “Donate an Arrow for Allah’s Sake”. In one 

of the campaign ads, supporters were asked to contribute towards the purchase of a 107 

Grad rocket that costs $350 per unit. Supporters were able to contact the organization 

via a Telegram account with a virtual representative and an email address.66 
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A fundraising announcement for the purchase of Grad rockets 

 

Africa 

The Maghreb 

Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb 

 Al-Andalus jihadist media group, which belongs to AQIM, published the following: 

o A speech by Abu Obayda Yusuf al-Annabi, a senior leader and head of the 

organization’s Council of Notables. Alongside the blessing that al-Annabi sent to 

Muslims and the mujahideen in various arenas of jihad, especially in North Africa, 

in honor of Eid al-Adha, he vowed that his organization would continue the war of 

jihad until shari’a is applied. In addition, he referred to the importance of 

worshipping God and accepting shari’a.67 

 

Tunisia 

 A visitor to the Shumukh al-Islam jihadist Web forum published a report according to 

which Jund al-Khilafah (Soldiers of the Caliphate) fighters affiliated with the IS robbed a 

bank in the city of Al-Kasserine in western Tunisia. The visitor reported that only 

approximately $3,000 had been stolen but that the action illustrates the fragility and 

weakness of the Tunisian authorities. The visitor added that since the robbed bank uses 

interest, it and its employees are considered infidels (there is a prohibition against taking 

interest in Islam). Another visitor who participated in the discussion recommended 

monitoring the hours in which the funds are transferred to the bank and carrying out a 

robbery immediately afterwards in order to secure a larger sum of money.68 
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Somalia 

Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen 

 Al-Kataib jihadist media institution, which belongs to Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen, Al-

Qaeda’s branch in Somalia, published the following: 

o The continuation of a series of videos titled, “And Be Harsh Upon Them”. In this 

framework, two videos were published in Swahili and Arabic. The first video 

documented 16 attacks by Al-Shabab against Somali security forces throughout 

Somalia and claimed that the Somali government failed to deal with Al-Shabab. 

The video ended with the display of a variety of weapons that were plundered by 

the organization.69 The second video referred to a specific attack by Al-Shabab 

that took place on September 28, 2017 at a US forces training camp in to the town 

of Barire, Lower Shabelle Province, Somalia.70 

o Blessings to all Muslims from Al-Shabab in honor of Eid al-Adha. In the beginning 

of the announcement, the organization noted that these are the days of jihad and 

martyrdom for Islam, and he called for making the hajj (pilgrimage to Mecca) and 

continuing jihad until the liberation of Muslim lands from the injustice done to them 

by infidels. At the end of the announcement, the organization blessed the Emir of 

the Faithful, Hibatullah Akhundzada, and the leader of Al-Qaeda, Ayman al-

Zawahiri.71 

 The Bayt al-Maqdis jihadist media institution, which is affiliated with Palestinian elements 

sympathetic to Al-Qaeda, published a new edition of a book titled, “Rebel from Somalia: 

Al-Mulla Muhammad bin ‘Abdallah Hasan” by Dr. ‘Abd al-Sabur Marzuq, an Egyptian 

Islamist. The book reviews the revolution declared by Al-Mulla Muhammad bin ‘Abdallah 

Hasan, a rebel leader in Somalia who rebelled against British and Italian colonial rule 

before the outbreak of World War I. In the introduction to the book, the editor of Bayt al-

Maqdis wrote that the book provides an example and model for Muslims in the form of a 

hero who fights against the enemies of Islam in East Africa.72 
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Ansar Ghazwat al-Hind 

 Al-Hara jihadist media institution, which belongs to Ansar Ghazwat al-Hind, a Salafi-

jihadist faction in Kashmir affiliated with Al-Qaeda, published the following: 

o A speech whose title was taken from the hadith, "Heaven Stretches under the 

Blades of Swords” by Musa Dhakir, the leader of the organization. In his speech, 

Dhakir blessed the Muslim Nation in honor of Eid al-Adha. According to him, the 

struggle to apply shari’a in Kashmir is not limited to the last 70 years, but rather is 

an ancient struggle that can be found at different points throughout history, such 

as the jihad waged by Muslims against the heretical Hindus approximately 600 

years ago. Later, Dhakir implored Muslims in Kashmir to join jihad against the 

Indian regime and Hindus, and he stressed that the solution to the existing ills in 

society lies in adherence to the Quran. According to him, the defeat of Modi’s 

regime in India depends not only on a war of jihad, but on the willingness to 

sacrifice life for the sake of Allah, and whoever does so will be granted paradise 

at the End of Days.73 

 

 
The banner of a speech by Dr. Musa Dhakir, the leader of Ansar Ghazwat al-Hind, in honor of Eid al-

Adha 

 

China 

The Turkestan Islamic Party 

 The Sawt al-Islam jihadist media institution, which belongs to the Al-Qaeda-affiliated 

Turkestan Islamic Party, published the following: 

o A speech by ‘Abd al-Salam, the head of the organization’s Shura Council, in which 

he appealed to the Muslim Nation to help the Muslims in East Turkestan in light 

of China’s cruel oppression towards the Muslim minority. According to him, 

Communist China imposes its system of infidel laws on Muslims living in its 
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territory and systematically works to erase Islamic identity from its Muslim 

inhabitants. He added that China seeks to convert Muslims by 2030 and is doing 

so in various ways, such as murdering Muslim preachers and clerics, 

incarceration, the closure of Islamic madrasas, the prohibition against Quran 

study, the forced sending of Muslim children to be educated in Communist 

schools, the hanging of Chinese national flags and pictures of the leaders of the 

Chinese people on the walls of mosques, the forced marriages of Muslim women 

to infidels. 

In light of this, al-Salam called for attacks on the Chinese, not only in China itself 

but around the globe: “All classes within the Muslim Nation, especially the 

mujahideen and their groups [should] help." According to him, the Prophet 

Muhammad expelled the entire Jewish tribe of Banu Qaynuqa from the city of 

Medina only because one of the Jews of this tribe dishonored a Muslim woman 

by removing the veil from her face. Thus, the path of the Prophet Muhammad 

must be imitated, and all Muslims should be seen as one body that requires 

protection for each of its limbs. The Muslim Nation must help its Muslim brothers 

in East Turkestan in the following ways: 

A. Assist in the war of jihad on all levels, including military, economic, political, 

and ideological levels. 

B. Ban Chinese goods. 

C. Attack Chinese embassies, military facilities, and stores inside China and 

around the world. 

D. Take any action to harm the Chinese economy and damage its political 

reputation. 

E. Help the mujahideen in the Turkestan Islamic Party who are fighting for the 

oppressed Muslims in East Pakistan and helping oppressed Muslims 

elsewhere. 

Finally, al-Salam emphasized that all Muslims are one nation, and that oppressed 

Muslims in Syria, Iraq, Palestine, Afghanistan, Burma, Pakistan and elsewhere 

should not be forgotten.74 
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ABOUT THE ICT  

 

Founded in 1996, the International Institute for Counter-Terrorism (ICT) is 

one of the leading academic institutes for counter-terrorism in the world, 

facilitating international cooperation in the global struggle against 

terrorism. ICT is an independent think tank providing expertise in 

terrorism, counter-terrorism, homeland security, threat vulnerability and 

risk assessment, intelligence analysis and national security and defense 

policy.  

ICT is a non-profit organization located at the 

Interdisciplinary Center (IDC), Herzliya, Israel which 

relies exclusively on private donations and revenue 

from events, projects and programs.  

GROUP MONITORING JIHADI HET ABOUT  

 
The Jihadi Websites Monitoring Group (JWMG) is a 

specialized research and analysis team at the International 

Institute for Counter-Terrorism (ICT). Composed of 

researchers fluent in Arabic, the JWMG monitors websites 

that support and serve the Global Jihad organizations. The 

unique 

characteristic of JWMG publications is the team's integration of diverse materials 

from a wide variety of Arabic sources. JWMG connects each source to larger trends, 

providing a complete understanding of events on both a local and a global scale. 


